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September 17, 2021

Dear Families and Friends of Erving Elementary School,

Best,

Lisa

Wednesday, Oct 27th

Virtual Open House
5:30-5:45 - PreK 

5:45-6:00 - K

6:00-6:25 - grades 1, 5 & 6

6:30-6:55 - grades 2,3,& 4

Sunday, Oct 31st

The September orders from Scholastic Books will be delayed in arriving, due to 

the staf<ng and shipping shortages which are so prevalent.  They have 

guaranteed us that the orders will be received within the next two weeks, but 

we ask for your patience, as some things are just out of their, or our, control.

New order forms will be going out today, even though the last month’s order has 

not been received, so please check backpacks for those.

We will notify everyone once we know the order will be going out, or as soon as 

we have more information.  We thank everyone for their patience and 

understanding.  Every effort is being made to get orders out to their customers.

September Scholastic Book Orders will be Delayed

Thursday, Nov 11th

Veterans Day

No School

Wednesday, Nov 24th

through

Friday, Nov 26th

Thanksgiving Break

No School



October 15, 2021

Dear Families and Friends of Erving Elementary School,

Can you believe we are already in the middle of October?  The past six and a half weeks have 

gone by so quickly.  Please remember to read the Eagle Express each week for school updates 

as well as events happening in town.  

We are excited to announce that Erving Elementary School will hold its VIRTUAL Open House 

on Wednesday October 27th! Classroom teachers will meet with families to give a brief 

overview of the learning and expectations of their class. Teachers will be sending out an email 

invitation with a google meet link to families in their classroom via ClassDojo . Watch for a 

message on ClassDojo next week from Mrs. Smith that will include all of the classroom links, 

grades prek - 6. Hope to see you there!Here is the Open House schedule:

5:30-5:45pm - Preschool

5:45-6:00pm - Kindergarten

6:00-6:25pm - 1st grade, 5th grade & 6th grade

6:30-6:55pm - 2nd Grade, 3rd Grade & 4th grade

Please consider joining the Erving elementary School Council for the 2021 - 2022 school year. 

The work of the School Council centers on the development and implementation of the School 

Improvement Plan, a three-year document that guides the professional work of our school.  

School Council meetings are scheduled monthly throughout the school year.  If you are 

interested in participating in this important work, please email me at candito@erving.com   by 

Monday, November 1st.   

Have a great weekend and enjoy the beautiful fall colors surrounding us at this time of the 

year.

Best,

Lisa

From �e Principal’s Desk: 



The First Grade Unity Kids News

It’s been a very busy month in first
grade! The children have settled nicely
into their routines and their community,
and this has allowed us to really dig into
our learning.

In reading, students are learning to utilize a variety of reading
strategies to help them solve new words. We practice using and
identifying strategies as a whole group each day during an
interactive read aloud, and then we get into small groups to
practice these strategies in our “just right books” that are
individualized for each child’s reading goals. Just about every day, each child joins a
small group with Ms. Nettie to apply those word-solving skills both in book reading
and in also in studying individual words and their spelling patterns. Ms. Kolodziej
leads a group where children review sounds, learn new ones (like th, sh, and ch), and
work on taking words apart and putting them back together. Ms. Mazella, Ms. Arnold,
Ms. Hale, and Ms. B. round out our amazing literacy team to make sure each child is
getting just what they need to help guide them to be confident, skillful, and happy
readers! A favorite part of the day for many is when the kids get some read-to-self
time to practice books that they are familiar with and also to explore books that
they just love. Check out our amazing readers below!

First grade mathematicians have been thinking a LOT about what it means to add
and subtract, and what strategies we can use to do both. So far, kids have been
using tens frames, number lines, counting fingers, and using cubes to represent
their thinking. They’ve even been using some of the facts they already know to help
them solve new ones. Check this out--our learners pointed out this week that if we
know that 11 - 3 = 8, then 10 - 3 must equal 7. Whoa! What great thinkers we have!



Did you know ALL the first grade students are authors? Every last one! They have all
been making their own books based on their own interests, and we have learned so
much from them! Children have written about how they love their families,
experiences they’ve had, fictional stories they composed themselves, suspenseful
stories that keep us all on the edge of our seats, and all the while, these writers have
practiced their skill in writing the sounds that they hear. It’s A LOT to think about at
one time, and they have all been so impressive and so motivated to share what they
are thinking about each day.

In science, our students have carefully observed caterpillars as they got into their
“letter j” formation, formed chrysalises, and then broke free, stretching their
beautiful wings as monarch butterflies. The students loved watching the butterflies
set off on their long journey to Mexico. Buen viaje, mariposas!



In social studies, we have dug deep in thinking about identity, expression, and
difference. The children have made identity maps, where they have traced and
drawn life-size pictures of themselves and have added all sorts of captions and
labels. These tell us things like what the students like to do, what they are experts at,
what and who they love, where they come from, how they see themselves, what
their dreams are, what they worry about, and where they can feel their power
inside them. We plan to have an “Identity Museum” soon to show off their hard work
and to celebrate each child, our differences, and how we come together to make a
truly amazing group.



Most importantly, though, is that the kids are learning to play, sing, dance, and just
be silly with each other. In order to learn together, we need to be able to take risks
and be vulnerable together. In this way, silliness is very serious work--and these
amazing kids are up to the challenge!



Mr. J’s CornerMr. J’s Corner      
...with Jamie Lefebve

Hey Erving Elementary School Community,

If we have not been introduced yet, my name is Mr. J and I am the new Adjustment 
Counselor at Erving Elementary School. I have been enjoying my !rst few weeks at Erving 
as I get to know both students and staff! My desk is located in our LSC (Learning Support 
Center) which allows me access to a lot of awesome resources for EES students to use 
when they need to take a break, are trying to manage challenging feelings, or for a quiet 
space and 1:1 help with their learning. 

This October I am really focusing on community building and mindfulness through 
storytelling, crafts, and activities that are planned to meet the needs of each 
grade/classroom. So far I had a very insightful conversation with 5th grade about privilege 
and being mindful of how our words and actions may impact others without us knowing. I 
am looking forward to working with 1st and 2nd grade on their class puzzles and 
discussing how everyone in the class is unique, but we still !t together in our classroom 
community.

I look forward to keeping everyone updated on what is going on in Mr. J's corner and keep 
an eye out for some great mindfulness activities and coping tools that you can use at 
home!

-Mr. J



Listening to Audiobooks is Fun!

Is your student enjoying audiobooks at home? Years before my child was reading on her own, 

she was enjoying stories on audio. Now in college, she continues to listen and read books non-

stop. It’s a great way to create a lifelong habit of reading!

Audiobooks can be used to:

● Introduce students to books above their reading level

● Model good interpretive reading

● Teach critical listening

● Highlight the humor in books

● Introduce new genres that students might not otherwise consider

● Introduce new vocabulary 

● Provide a read-aloud model

● Provide a bridge to important topics of discussion for parents and children who can 

listen together while in the car.

(adopted fromwww.readingrockets.org/article/bene<ts-audiobooks-all-readers)

We have a lot of excellent books on CD in the library. If you have a player in your car or in the 

house, encourage your child to bring some home! 

We also have access to thousands of audio books online via SORA. Here’s how to log in:

News From the Library...

Every student at Erving has access to thousands of ebooks & audiobooks that you can read 

and listen to on your devices at home. 

Continued on next page�

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/benefits-audiobooks-all-readers


Go to Erving.com 

and click Library -> Sora EES Ebook Collection

The <rst time you use Sora, click Find My 

School

You should see MLS Commonwealth eBook 

Collection as a choice. 

(If you don’t, just type in Erving’s zip code to 

<nd it.) 

Then click This is my school. 

Find Erving Elementary in the drop down menu

and click Sign In Using Erving Elementary.

Sora will then ask to use your Erving Elementary Gmail account to log in. 

Go to help.soraapp.com for video tutorials or contact Ms. B at burke@erving.com for help. You 

can use Sora in Chrome, or you can download the app for your device. 

http://www.help.soraapp.com/
mailto:burke@erving.com


October 15, 2021 

Dear Families, 

The Erving Elementary School Food and Nutrition Department is asking for your patience and 
support as we navigate new challenges. As you may be aware, we are currently faced with 
unprecedented shortages of food and packaging materials, massive delays or cancellations of 
deliveries, and department labor shortages. Nationwide shortages and delays have affected 
availability of certain food items, leading to substitutions of menu items we’ve been able to offer 
regularly in the past. These supply issues are occurring throughout the country and are 
especially challenging for school systems, due to the quantity of meals we serve and the 
nutrition standards we follow. 

All of this means that we may need to make quick substitutions to our menus based upon what 
we are able to acquire. We know that this affects students, and we are doing our best to provide 
updates about menu changes when possible as soon as we identify an issue. 

Please know that our number one priority continues to be providing healthy, nutritious, and 
appetizing meals for your children. We love seeing them every day and appreciate your support 
and patience as we continue to offer meals at no charge for all students. The good news is that 
free breakfast and lunch will continue throughout the school year, so please stick with us while 
we face yet another challenge. Your participation helps our program stay strong, and we look 
forward to serving you! 

Warmly, 

Donna LaClaire
Food Service Director
Erving Elementary School 

Erving school Union #28 assures that all programs, activities and employment opportunities are offered without regard to race, color, gender, 
gender identity, age, creed, homelessness, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, disability and pregnancy or pregnancy-related conditions.



The Erving Public Library is starting a new and improved STEAM 

program. After working with a team from the Public Library 

Innovation Exchange (PLIX), a project run by the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology (MIT), we have created a series of exciting 

monthly STEAM take home kits. Each month will cover a different 

topic and will be accessible to children 6 and up with adult help. 

But it’s not just for kids! Jean Daley has spent the past 6 weeks 

playing with the materials PLIX sent to her and is still investigating 

new ideas, so all ages are welcome to experiment, explore and play 

along. 

We’ll have one Zoom meeting a month to go over the new materials 

(a box of fun!), show off our previous creations and talk over any 

ideas. We will also offer one drop-in session each month, for anyone 

who’s stuck or wants to collaborate with others. 

Pick up your box of supplies between November 1st and November 

10th. 

Our 3rst Zoom meeting is 

Wednesday, November 10th at 3 p.m. 

This promises to be an exciting program and kits are limited, so call 

413-423-3348 to reserve yours today!

Full STEAM ahead!



The FCC announced that again this school year, 

households that can demonstrate participation in the 

free and reduced price school lunch program, including 

through the USDA Community Eligibility Provision, are 

also eligible for the Emergency Broadband Bene-t that 

reduces monthly bills for broadband service accounts. 

Households without school aged children may also 

apply for the EBB monthly discount.

The announcement can be found here:

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-21-1119A1.pdf 

More information and the link for the EBB program 

sign up can be found here:

https://www.whipcity-ber.com/wendell/ 

Lou Leelyn, for the WendellNet MLP

Some parents may be eligible for reduced 

Broadband bills!

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-21-1119A1.pdf
https://www.whipcity-ber.com/wendell/


Tales & Tunes with Katie
at the New Salem Library

The Union #28 Community Network for Children program is funded by the Coordinated Family
and Community Engagement (CFCE) grant awarded to the Union #28 Schools by the

Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care, and donations from the community.
This program is supported in collaboration with the the New Salem Library

https://bityl.co/94PH
https://bityl.co/94PH


Most programs to be held outside. Participants are asked to wear masks if over 2
years of age. Times and addresses are available through the registration link. 

 
WEEKLY PROGRAMS
Tales & Tunes on Tuesdays with Katie at 10:00am
New Salem Library - October 19, 26 and November 2, 9, 16
Playground Playgroup on Wednesdays with Sylvia at 10:00
Wendell Library Playground - October 13, 20, 27
Babies and Books on Wednesdays with Heleen at 10:30 (New Sessions)
Leverett Library - November 3, 10, 17 for babies 0-18 months of age.
Weekly StoryWalks (will continue as long as weather permits)
Erving Public Library - Posted on Monday mornings 
Leverett Library - Posted on Thursday mornings 

**SPECIAL PROGRAMS**
Special StoryWalk series*- At the Quabbin Overlook
New Salem - October 26 and November 2, 9 at 11:00am. Will remain posted for the
week. Program supported by the New Salem Cultural Council.
BEING ANIMALS with the Hitchcock Center 
Location to be determined. All sessions to be held at 10:00am Interactive, in-
person family program providing inquiry based environmental and outdoor
education for small groups to explore nature during the winter. Every day we’re
going to be a different animal! Slide like an otter, hop like a hare, swoop like a
snowy owl, and more. Each day we’ll play animal games, hear animal stories and
explore animal habitats! Come be wild in the woods this winter with Katie from the
Hitchcock Center! Intended for young children 2 -6 years of age. November 18,
December 7 and more in the new year!

CONTACT Gillian with questions at CNC 413-422-0170 call/text or budine@erving.com

CNC Programs
October - November

 REGISTRATION LINK!  https://bityl.co/94V1

The CNC Program is funded through the Union #28 schools by the Coordinated Family and Community
Engagement Grant by the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care and Community Donations.

Union #28 Community Network for Children

https://bityl.co/94V1
https://bityl.co/94V1
https://bityl.co/94V1


STUFFIE SLEEPOVER
AT THE WENDELL LIBRARY

Register your stuffie (picture, name tag), craft activity
StoryWalk
Children may borrow books from the library
Tuck-in your stuffie to spend the night at the library
(Please don't bring a stuffie you can't sleep without!) 

Friday, October 22nd at 4:00pm Tales & Tunes Time
with your stuffies

Find out what they have been up to overnight
Receive a small goody bag at pick up 

Saturday, October 23rd from 10:00am-11:00am or
during open library hours
Return to re-unite with your stuffie! 

Intended for Toddlers to children 8 years of age. 
Registration required HERE:

https://form.jotform.com/212646071259052
FREE!

“Funded by a grant from the Wendell Cultural Council, a local agency
supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, offered in

collaboration with the Wendell Free Library and the Union #28
Community Network for Children a program funded by the CFCE grant

from the MA Department of Early Education and Care.

BRING A FAVORITE STUFFIE FRIEND FOR STORIES AND A GOODNIGHT HUG

7 Wendell Depot Rd,Wendell

Have you every wondered what the library can offer your special
stuffed friend? Drop them off for a stuffie sleepover and find out!

Contact the CNC Program  budine@erving.com or call/text (413) 422-0170 with any questions!

https://form.jotform.com/212646071259052


Funded by a grant from the New Salem Cultural Council, a local agency supported by the Massachusetts
Cultural Council and in collaboraton with the New Salem Library. The Union #28 Community Network for
Children program is funded by the Coordinated Family and Community Engagement (CFCE) grant awarded
to the Union #28 Schools by the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care, and donations
from the Community. 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED HERE: https://bityl.co/94PH or use QR Code to
access the registration form. We will notify you if the walk is  cancelled         
 due to weather.
Meet us on Tuesday mornings for a StoryWalk together after Tales & Tunes at
the New Salem Library, 23 South Main Street. 
The StoryWalk will remain posted on the Quabbin Overlook path for the week
if you can't meet us on Tuesday mornings you are welcome to visit it yourself.
The trail is accessed from the driveway beside the New Salem Fire Station in
the Center of Town. Follow the driveway past the athletic fields to a small
parking lot. Look for the StoryWalk signs!
Contact CNC  if you have questions 413-422-0170 call/text or
Budine@erving.com

Bring your children and join CNC outside with
your little ones! 

Take home activity and free book for each child.
Tuesdays at 11:00am

October 26th: Fletcher and the Falling Leaves by Julia Rawlinson
November 2nd: In the Middle of Fall by Kevin Henkes
November 9th: Greeting Seasons: Goodbye Autumn, Hello Winter by
Kenard Pak

https://bityl.co/94PH


TRUNK OR TREAT

HALLOWEEN DAY ,  3  -  4
ERV ING L IBRARY  PARK ING LOT

FOLLOWED  BY  ER ING  RECREAT ION

COMMISS ION  RAG  SHAG  PARADE

ERV ING  MOMS  N  DADS

 To sign up your vehicle please contact
Jesslicswmom@gmail.com

Prize
s f

or 1st
, 2nd,

 and 
3rd 

Jennifer Fay Smith

Jennifer Fay Smith

Jennifer Fay Smith

Jennifer Fay Smith

Jennifer Fay Smith

Jennifer Fay Smith
ERVING RECREATION



BEING ANIMALS with the Hitchcock Center *Location to be determined*

Interactive, in-person family program providing inquiry based environmental and outdoor

education for small groups to explore nature during the winter. 

Every day we’re going to be a different animal! Slide like an otter, hop like a hare, swoop like a

snowy owl, and more. Each day we’ll play animal games, hear animal stories and explore animal

habitats! 

Come be wild in the woods this winter with Katie from the Hitchcock Center! Intended for young

children 2 -6 years of age.

Being Animals with the
Hitchcock Center

**REGISTRATION REQUIRED- Group size limited.

Registration link: https://bityl.co/94PH 

Thursday, November 18th

Contact Gillian @ CNC with any questions 413-422-0170 (call/text)

The Union #28 Community Network for Children program is funded by the Coordinated Family
and Community Engagement (CFCE) grant awarded to the Union #28 Schools by the

Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care, and donations from the Community. 
 

Tuesdays, December 7th, January 4th,  February 1st, March 1st 

All sessions to be held at 10:00am 
Location TBD

https://bityl.co/94PH
https://bityl.co/94PH


    GO TO
SCHOOL
WHILE

YOUR KIDS
ARE IN

SCHOOL!
F R E E   C L A S S E S  
   F O R   A D U L T S

 
B A S I C   S K I L L S  

H I G H   S C H O O L  
 E Q U I V A L E N C Y

C O L L E G E   R E A D I N E S S

C O M P U T E R   S K I L L S
 

I N - P E R S O N   A N D   
O N L I N E   C L A S S E S

131 West Main Street, Suite 100 

Orange

www.literacyproject.org

978.544.8917

N o t   a   s c h o o l - s p o n s o r e d   e v e n t .  

T h e   L i t e r a c y   P r o j e c t   i s   f u n d e d   i n   p a r t   b y   t h e  

M A   D e p a r t m e n t   o f   E l e m e n t a r y   &   S e c o n d a r y   E d u c a t i o n        

THE LITERACY PROJECT

E n r o l l   T o d a y !
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